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W H A T  A R E  P R I V A T E
B L O G  N E T W O R K S ?

Pr i va te  b log  ne tworks  a re  a  co l l ec t i on  o f  webs i tes  c rea ted  to  improve  SEO
(and  the re fo re  i nc rease  revenue)  fo r  t he  owner ' s  p r imary  s i t e  o r  b log .  Th ink  o f
i t  as  one  ma in  webs i te  w i th  ten  o r  twe lve  m ic ro  s i t es  o rb i t i ng  i t ,  each  o f  wh ich
p rov ides  back l i nks  to  the  "money  s i t e . "  These  m ic ros i tes  a re  usua l l y  i nac t i ve
o r  con ta in  dup l i ca te  con ten t ,  and  a re  des igned  to  t r i ck  Goog le ’ s  a lgo r i t hms  in to
th ink ing  they  a re  l eg i t ima te .
 
The  PBN concep t  i s  bu i l t  on  the  i dea  tha t  i t ’ s  cheaper  and  eas ie r  t o  l eve rage
l i nk  equ i t y  ac ross  mu l t i p le  s i t es  than  i t  i s  t o  ea rn  back l i nks  o rgan ica l l y .
However ,  t h i s  i s  ra re l y  the  case .  I n  fac t ,  c rea t i ng  o r  be long ing  to  a  PBN cou ld
ac tua l l y  pu t  you r  bus iness  a t  r i sk .
 
Whe the r  you ’ re  a  webs i te  owner ,  b logger  o r  a  l i nk  bu i l d ing  consu l tan t ,  chances
are  you ’ve  had  the  v i r t ues  o f  PBNs  exp la ined  to  you  be fo re ,  p robab ly  by
someone  w i th  a  ves ted  i n te res t .
 
Be fo re  you  ge t  i nvo l ved  in  one  o f  t hese  ne tworks ,  i t ’ s  impor tan t  t o  unders tand
prec i se l y  wha t  PBNs  a re  and  why  they  a re  dangerous .

Buy ing  PBN l i nks  can  be  qu i te  dangerous  to  you r  bus iness  and  back l i nk
p ro f i l e .  I f  you  a re  i n  the  hab i t  o f  buy ing  cheap  l i nks ,  you  a re  more  then  l i ke l y
in  a  poo l  o f  peop le  who  a re  a l so  buy ing  them f rom the  same sources .  
 
These  compan ies  l ove  to  se l l  l i nks  and  p lace  them on  the  same p r i va te
b logg ing  ne tworks .

G o o g l e  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  f i g h t i n g  P B N s  f o r  y e a r s  -
G o o g l e ’ s  P e n g u i n  a l g o r i t h m ,  w h i c h  n o w  r u n s  i n
r e a l  t i m e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o r e  r a n k i n g  a l g o r i t h m ,
c a n  d e t e c t  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  s c h e m e s  a n d  d e v a l u e
y o u r  w e b s i t e  r a n k i n g s  a s  a  r e s u l t .



I D E N T I F Y  A  P B N

Al l  the IP  wi l l  be  the
same? You can use
SpyOnWeb.com or  s imi lar
tools  to  ident i fy  what
s i tes  are  hosted with  any
other  s i te .

HOSTING DESIGN

CONTENT BACKLINK

Do the s i tes  a l l  use  a
s imi lar  des ign,  theme,
navigat ion,  colour
scheme? This  is  a  b ig  red
f lag when i t  comes to
PBNs.

Dupl icate  content  is
another  s ign,  Copy a
paragraph into  Google
search to  see i f  the
content  ex ists  on other
s i tes .

Backl ink prof i le ,  check
the backl ink prof i le  in
Ahrefs  or  Majest ic  to  see
how much inter l inking is
occurr ing between s i tes .



W H A T  D O  P R I V A T E
B L O G  N E T W O R K S  D O ?

You  can  th ink  o f  a  p r i va te  b log  ne twork  l i ke  a  da tabase  o f  webs i tes ,  a l l  o f
wh ich  p rov ide  back l i nks  to  a  p r imary  bus iness  s i t e .  To  c rea te  a  PBN,  you
wou ld  need  to  pu rchase  a  se t  o f  exp i red  doma in  names  w i th  es tab l i shed
au tho r i t y  on l i ne .  You  wou ld  then  use  these  doma ins  to  deve lop  mu l t i p le  b logs
in  you r  n i che  w i th  back l i nks  to  you r  ma in  s i t e .  I t  sounds  smar t  i n  theo ry ,  bu t
PBNs  a re  i nc red ib l y  r i sky  i n  p rac t i ce .
 
The  pu rpose  o f  a  PBN i s  to  man ipu la te  sea rch  eng ine  rank ings  to  i nc rease
webs i te  t ra f f i c .  As  you  can  imag ine ,  Goog le  ob jec ts  to  th i s  p rac t i ce  and  has
recen t l y  s ta r ted  tak ing  ac t i on  aga ins t  t hese  ne tworks .  Th is  move  to  b lock  PBNs
is  known as  the  p r i va te  ne twork  pu rge .
 
As  a  resu l t  o f  t he  pu rge ,  many  s i t es  repo r ted  a  d rop  o f  50% o r  more  i n  t ra f f i c
a f te r  Goog le ’ s  Pengu in  upda te  i n  2012 ,  as  we l l  as  a  subs tan t i a l  l oss  o f
revenue .  Fo r  examp le ,  L inkamot ion  was  a  huge  PBN tha t  had  a l l  o f  i t s  s i t es  de -
indexed  a f te r  t he  upda te  w i th  devas ta t i ng  consequences  fo r  t he  bus iness  and
i t s  b loggers .
 
Un fo r tuna te l y ,  you r  s i t e  cou ld  be long  to  a  PBN w i thou t  you  even  rea l i s i ng ,
wh ich  i s  why  i t ’ s  impor tan t  t o  be  aware  o f  Goog le ’ s  gu ide l i nes  and  make  su re
you  fo l l ow  them.  Th is  i s  espec ia l l y  impor tan t  i f  you  ou tsou rce  l i nk  bu i l d ing  to  a
th i rd  pa r t y ;  j us t  because  you  don ’ t  know wha t  goes  on  beh ind  the  scenes ,
doesn ’ t  mean  you  won ’ t  be  he ld  accoun tab le  i f  someone  b reaks  the  ru les .

MAIN SITE

PBN

PBN

PBN

PBN

PBN

PBN



H O W  G O O G L E
D E T E R M I N E S  

W E B S I T E
A U T H O R I T Y

L ink  bu i l d ing  i s  t he  number  one  fac to r
con t r i bu t i ng  to  the  rank ings  o f  a  webs i te .  Fo r
anyone  who  i s  new to  th i s  p r i nc ip le ,  i t ’ s
impor tan t  t o  know how back l i nks  ga ined  th i s
s ta tus  and  why  they  a re  so  e f fec t i ve .
 
A  back l i nk  i s  a  hyper l i nk  tha t  l eads  an  ex te rna l
page  d i rec t l y  t o  you r  webs i te .  When  these  l i nks
come f rom repu tab le  sou rces ,  t hey  he lp  boos t
you r  SEO because  Goog le  th inks ,  “Ah ,  t h i s  s i t e
i s  c red ib le . ”  These  back l i nks  te l l  sea rch  eng ines
tha t  you r  webs i te  i s  t rus twor thy  because  an
es tab l i shed  doma in  has  l i nked  i t .
 
Now we ’ve  cove red  back l i nks ,  we  can  ta l k  abou t
why  Goog le  l i kes  them so  much ,  and  why  i t
d i s l i kes  PBNs  be ing  used  as  sho r t cu ts .
 
Au tho r i t y  i s  a  ma jo r  fac to r  i n  ge t t i ng  you r
webs i te  to  the  top  o f  Goog le  resu l t s  when  peop le
search  you r  keyword .  Th is  i s  because  a l l  sea rch
eng ines  s t r i ve  to  f i nd  the  bes t ,  mos t  re levan t
answers  to  peop le ’ s  que r ies ,  wh ich  they  ach ieve
by  po in t i ng  us  to  c red ib le  s i t es .

However ,  ga in ing  au tho r i t y  i s  no t  a lways  as
s t ra igh t fo rward  as  i t  sounds .  Exac t l y  how
Goog le ’ s  a lgo r i t hms  work  i s  a  l ong -s tand ing
deba te ,  and  no t  even  top  SEO consu l tan ts  have
a l l  t he  answers .
 
We do  know,  however ,  t ha t  back l i nks  a re  a
ma jo r  p laye r  i n  bu i l d ing  SEO.  Accord ing  to  a
recen t  su rvey  conduc ted  by  Moz :
 
“21% o f  Goog le ’ s  rank ing  a lgo r i t hm depends  on
l i nk  au tho r i t y  f ea tu res ,  o r  t he  number  o f  l i nks  to
a  doma in  and  the  qua l i t y  o f  t hose  l i nks ,  and  19%
depends  on  the  page- leve l  l i nk  fea tu res ,  o r  t he
number  o f  l i nks  to  a  spec i f i c  page . ”
 
The  a t t rac t i on  o f  j o in ing  a  PBN i s  tha t  t hey  a l l ow
webs i tes  to  es tab l i sh  au tho r i t y  qu i cke r  by  buy ing
lo ts  o f  o the r  c red ib le  doma ins  and  c rea t i ng  a
l i nk  cyc le .  I t ’ s  essen t ia l l y  r i s i ng  to  the  top
th rough  shady  bus iness  tac t i cs  ra the r  than
earn ing  t rus t  o rgan ica l l y .
 

G o o g l e  u s e s  a
n u m b e r  o f  m a r k e r s
t o  a s s e s s  a
w e b s i t e ’ s  a u t h o r i t y ,
i n c l u d i n g :

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  b a c k l i n k s  a n d
w h e r e  t h e y  c o m e  f r o m .
 
T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s h a r e s  o n  s o c i a l
m e d i a .
 
T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t
p o s t e d .
 
Y o u r  u s e  o f  k e y w o r d s  a n d
m e t a d a t a .



I M P O R T A N C E  O F
B A C K L I N K S

You  can  th ink  o f  a  p r i va te  b log  ne twork  l i ke  a  da tabase  o f  webs i tes ,  a l l  o f
wh ich  p rov ide  back l i nks  to  a  p r imary  bus iness  s i t e .  To  c rea te  a  PBN,  you
wou ld  need  to  pu rchase  a  se t  o f  exp i red  doma in  names  w i th  es tab l i shed
au tho r i t y  on l i ne .  You  wou ld  then  use  these  doma ins  to  deve lop  mu l t i p le  b logs
in  you r  n i che  w i th  back l i nks  to  you r  ma in  s i t e .  I t  sounds  smar t  i n  theo ry ,  bu t
PBNs  a re  i nc red ib l y  r i sky  i n  p rac t i ce .
 
The  pu rpose  o f  a  PBN i s  to  man ipu la te  sea rch  eng ine  rank ings  to  i nc rease
webs i te  t ra f f i c .  As  you  can  imag ine ,  Goog le  ob jec ts  to  th i s  p rac t i ce  and  has
recen t l y  s ta r ted  tak ing  ac t i on  aga ins t  t hese  ne tworks .  Th is  move  to  b lock  PBNs
is  known as  the  p r i va te  ne twork  pu rge .
 
As  a  resu l t  o f  t he  pu rge ,  many  s i t es  repo r ted  a  d rop  o f  50% o r  more  i n  t ra f f i c
a f te r  Goog le ’ s  Pengu in  upda te  i n  2012 ,  as  we l l  as  a  subs tan t i a l  l oss  o f
revenue .  Fo r  examp le ,  L inkamot ion  was  a  huge  PBN tha t  had  a l l  o f  i t s  s i t es  de -
indexed  a f te r  t he  upda te  w i th  devas ta t i ng  consequences  fo r  t he  bus iness  and
i t s  b loggers .
 
Un fo r tuna te l y ,  you r  s i t e  cou ld  be long  to  a  PBN w i thou t  you  even  rea l i s i ng ,
wh ich  i s  why  i t ’ s  impor tan t  t o  be  aware  o f  Goog le ’ s  gu ide l i nes  and  make  su re
you  fo l l ow  them.  Th is  i s  espec ia l l y  impor tan t  i f  you  ou tsou rce  l i nk  bu i l d ing  to  a
th i rd  pa r t y ;  j us t  because  you  don ’ t  know wha t  goes  on  beh ind  the  scenes ,
doesn ’ t  mean  you  won ’ t  be  he ld  accoun tab le  i f  someone  b reaks  the  ru les .



L I N K  B U I L D I N G
S T A T I S T I C S

72%

Lists  posts  on average
receive  74% more l inks
than any other  content
type.  ( Infographics
recieved 62% more
backl inks)

of  SEOs bel ieve
backl inks  are  a
s igni f icant  ranking
factor

 
74%

 
26%

Do SMBs have
enough time for

link building?

When asking in  2017
Unsurpr is ingly ,  smal ler  teams
have much less  resources  to
try  out  d i f ferent  l ink bui ld ing
tact ics .
 

While  an average
representat ive  of  a  large SEO
agency team would ment ion
using ~14  l ink bui ld ing tact ics
over  the year ,an average
smal l  business  owner  would
mention try ing only  8 .

USA interest  for  “ l ink
bui ld ing”has  grown 43%
since 2005

43%



B U T   D O N ’ T
P B N   G I V E  

Y O U R   S I T E  
A U T H O R I T Y ?

The  l i ne  we  a re  fed  abou t  p r i va te  b log  ne tworks
i s  pa r t l y  t rue :   j o in ing  a  PBN can  improve  you r
search  eng ine  rank ings .  I t  can  a l so  genera te
pass i ve  t ra f f i c  t o  you r  s i t e  and ,  i n  theo ry ,  g row
your  bus iness .  However ,  t he  r i sks  o f  us ing  one
fa r  ou twe igh  the  bene f i t s ,  and  you r  c red ib i l i t y
cou ld  j us t  as  eas i l y  be  des t royed .
 
Jo in ing  a  p r i va te  b log  ne twork  can  expose  you  to
many  dangers ,  so  p ro fess iona l  SEO consu l tan ts
w i l l  a lways  recommend  you  s tee r  c lea r .  
 
I t ’ s  much  be t te r  t o  bu i l d  you r  l i nks  o rgan ica l l y
us ing  wh i te  ha t  s t ra teg ies ,  wh ich  we ' l l  t a l k  more
abou t  l a te r .
 
There  i s  a  l o t  o f  m is in fo rma t ion  abou t  p r i va te
b log  ne tworks ,  t he  p r imary  my th  be ing  tha t  t hey
a re  sa fe  and  accep tab le .  I n  fac t ,  you  may  f i nd
repu tab le  b logg ing  s i t es  endors ing  them as  a
means  to  improve  rank ings .
 
Make  no  m is take ,  however  –  the  owner  o f  t he
s i te  wax ing  l y r i ca l  abou t  PBNs  p robab ly  a l ready
owns  one .  Much  l i ke  the  m i rac le  we igh t  l oss  p i l l
r ep resen ta t i ve  endors ing  the  p roduc t ,  you  shou ld
take  wha t  any  b logger  w i th  an  ac t i ve  i n te res t  i n
PBNs  says  w i th  a  p inch  (be t te r  ye t ,  a  hand fu l )  o f
sa l t .

Pr i va te  b log  ne tworks  a re  o f ten  pa in ted  as  a
“ge t  r i ch  qu i ck ”  scheme fo r  b loggers  and  webs i te
owners .  However ,  l i ke  mos t  oppor tun i t i es  tha t
sound  too  good  to  be  t rue ,  t hey  a lmos t  a lways
are .  Whe the r  you  own  o r  s imp ly  be long  to  a
PBN,  the  dangers  i nc lude :

W H A T  A R E  T H E  D A N G E R S  O F
U S I N G  A  P B N ?

Sign i f i can t  f a l l  i n  rank ings .
Loss  o f  c red ib i l i t y .
D i f f i cu l t y  rega in ing  SEO s ta tus  w i th  Goog le  and
o the r  sea rch  eng ines .
Be ing  removed  f rom Goog le ’ s  i ndex .
Pena l t i es  i ssued  by  Goog le .
Fu r the r  l ega l  ac t i on  was  taken  aga ins t  you r  s i t e .

THE DARK
S I D E   O F   P B N ' S



W H A T   I S   A   P E N A L T Y   F R
O M   G O O G L E ?  
W H A T   A R E   T H E   R I S K S ?

Goog le  wan ts  you r  s i t e  to  be  found  o rgan ica l l y  by  i t s  use rs ,  so  i t s  a lgo r i t hms
wi l l  ensu re  you r  con ten t  i s  re levan t  and  spam- f ree .  There fo re ,  i f  Goog le
suspec ts  you  have  f l ou ted  i t s  gu ide l i nes ,  you  w i l l  be  i ssued  w i th  a  pena l t y .
 
How Goog le  pena l i ses  you  w i l l  va ry  acco rd ing  to  the  seve r i t y  o f  you r  b reach ,
bu t  i t  cou ld  have  d i re  consequences  fo r  you r  webs i te  and  bus iness .  Pena l t i es
typ i ca l l y  f a l l  i n to  two  camps :  manua l  pena l t i es  and  a lgo r i t hm ic  pena l t i es .
 
I f  someone  f rom Goog le  rev iews  your  s i t e  and  suspec ts  you ’ re  us ing  a  p r i va te
b log  ne twork  to  bu i l d  l i nks ,  t hey  cou ld  i ssue  a  manua l  pena l t y .  Th i s  i nvo l ves
be ing  con tac ted  v ia  you r  Goog le  Search  Conso le  accoun t  and  g i ven  a  warn ing .
 
You  shou ld  be  g i ven  a  chance  to  amend  your  p rac t i ces  to  remove  the  pena l t y ,
wh ich  w i l l  mean  de le t i ng  a l l  you r  m ic ros i tes  and  chang ing  you r  l i nk  bu i l d ing
s t ra tegy .  E i the r  way ,  i t  w i l l  be  cos t l y  and  t ime-consuming  fo r  you r  bus iness
and  you  w i l l  have  to  s ta r t  f rom ze ro  once  i t ’ s  a l l  ove r .
 
A lgo r i t hm ic  pena l t i es  a re  more  seve re  and  ha rde r  to  undo  than  manua l  ones .
These  pena l t i es  a re  g i ven  when  Goog le ’ s  a lgo r i t hms  spo t  a  red  f l ag .  You  w i l l
mos t  l i ke l y  su f fe r  a  sha rp  d rop  in  you r  rank ings ,  usua l l y  w i thou t
warn ing .  I nd i v idua l  pages  can  a l so  be  pena l i sed ,  o r  en t i re  s i t es  can  be
removed  f rom Goog le ’ s  i ndex  as  a  resu l t .
 
Tha t ’ s  no t  a l l ,  however .  There  a re  seve ra l  o the r  downs ides  to  us ing  pe rsona l
b log  ne tworks .
 
 



W A S T E D  T I M EA lo t  o f  you r  p rec ious  bus iness  hours  w i l l  go  i n to
man ipu la t i ng  Goog le  i n to  th ink ing  you r
m ic ros i tes  a re  l eg i t ima te .  Once  you ’ve  se t  up
these  s i t es ,  you ’ l l  need  to  commi t  t o  c rea t i ng
con ten t  f o r  t hem on  a  regu la r  bas i s .  I f  Goog le
suspec ts  you r  s i t es  a re  i nac t i ve ,  t hey  cou ld
i ssue  you  a  pena l t y .
 
Pos t i ng  once  a  week  i s  recommended ,  and  the
swee t  spo t  i s  usua l l y  be tween  500-1000  words .  I f
you  have  ten  m ic ros i tes  p rov id ing  back l i nks ,
tha t ' s  a  m in imum o f  50 ,000  words  pe r  week  fo r
s i t es  tha t  a ren ’ t  even  mak ing  you  money .  P lus ,  i f
you ’ re  no t  w r i t i ng  those  a r t i c l es ,  you ' re  go ing  to
have  to  pay  fo r  somebody  e l se  to  wr i t e  them,
wh ich  l eads  us  to  ou r  nex t  po in t .

I f  you  wan t  to  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  a  PBN,  you ’ re  go ing
to  need  a  l o t  o f  money  to  i nves t  i n  these
d i f f e ren t  s i t es .  Es tab l i shed  doma in  names  w i th
good  l i nk  p ro f i l es  a re  no t  cheap ;  then  you ' l l  need
to  des ign  and  ma in ta in  them.  
 
You ’ l l  a l so  need  to  pay  hos t i ng  fees  fo r  each
s i te ,  and  you  w i l l  p robab ly  need  to  use  separa te
hos t ing  p la t fo rms  i f  you  wan t  to  avo id  ge t t i ng
caugh t .
 
I n  essence ,  you  a re  spend ing  money  to  c rea te
fake  webs i tes  tha t  don ’ t  con t r i bu te  to  you r
income and  cou ld  des t roy  you r  bus iness . . .

L O S S  O F
M O N E Y

I t ’ s  no t  uncommon fo r  p r i va te  ne twork  owners  to
approach  b loggers ,  webs i te  compan ies ,  and  even
SEO agenc ies  to  conv ince  them to  j o in  the i r
PBN.  Some so -ca l l ed  In te rne t  marke te rs  may
even  recommend  the  tac t i c  t o  he lp  you  bu i l d
webs i te  au tho r i t y  qu i ck l y .  
 
However ,  no  repu tab le  SEO consu l tan t  w i l l
r ecommend  p r i va te  b log  ne tworks  fo r  i nc reas ing
t ra f f i c  on l i ne .  So ,  i f  anyone  asks  you  to
pa r t i c i pa te  i n  a  l i nk  exchange ,  you  shou ld  run  a
mi le .
 
Don ’ t  be  tempted  to  buy  l i nks  on l i ne ,  e i t he r .
S i tes  l i ke  F i ve r r  t end  to  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  l i nk
swapp ing ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  seen  as  b lack  ha t ,  and
i t  cou ld  pu t  you r  s i t e  i n  danger .

Y O U ’ V E   B E E N  
A P P R O A C H E D

T O   J O I N A   P B N .
W H A T   S H O U L D

  Y O U   D O ?



A R E  Y O U  A P A R T  O F  A
P B N  W I T H O U T  Y O U

K N O W I N G ?

In  a  word,  yes .  
 

I f  you outsource your  l ink bui ld ing to  a  th i rd
party ,  there ’s  a  chance you could belong to  a
PBN without  even knowing i t .  Therefore ,  i t ’ s  in
your  interest  to  f ind out  everything you can
about  white  hat  and black hat  strategies  and
make sure  you know what  your  SEO team is
doing.

R e m e m b e r :  y o u r  S E O  s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  b e i n g  c a r r i e d
o u t  i n  y o u r  c o m p a n y ' s  n a m e ,  s o  y o u  w i l l  b e  h e l d
a c c o u n t a b l e  i f  G o o g l e ’ s  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  f l o u t e d ,
e v e n  i f  y o u  w e r e  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  b r e a c h .

When you employ someone to  enhance your
web presence,  you ' re  essent ia l ly  handing over
the re igns  of  your  business .  Therefore ,  you
should only  h i re  credible  SEO and Internet
market ing agencies  that  use white  hat
techniques ,  which wi l l  be  out l ined below.



P R O T E C T I N G  Y O U R
B U S I N E S S  A G A I N S T
P R I V A T E  B L O G
N E T W O R K S

PBNs a re  dangerous .  They  can  resu l t  i n  p ro fess iona l  su i c ide  fo r  webs i te  and
b log  owners ,  so  i t ’ s  impor tan t  t o  p ro tec t  you r  o rgan isa t i on  aga ins t  t he  r i sks .
 
The  eas ies t  way  to  avo id  the  dangers  o f  a  PBN i s  no t  t o  j o in  one .  However ,  as
we ’ve  a l ready  d i scussed ,  i t ’ s  no t  a lways  tha t  s imp le .  To  p ro tec t  you rse l f
aga ins t  PBNs ,  you  need  to  unders tand  how SEO works .  
 
Th i s  i nvo l ves  l ea rn ing  wh ich  s t ra teg ies  Goog le  cons ide rs  l eg i t ima te  and  wh ich
a re  seen  as  l i nk  schemes .

When  i t  comes  to  p r i va te  b log  ne tworks ,  t he  l i nk  j u i ce  i s  neve r  wor th  the
squeeze .  Moreover ,  us ing  these  ne tworks  can  be  dangerous  and  cos t l y  f o r  you r
bus iness ,  so  they  a re  bes t  avo ided  a t  a l l  cos ts .  Luck i l y ,  t he re  a re  many  sa fe r
l i nk -bu i l d ing  a l te rna t i ves  to  improve  you r  SEO o rgan ica l l y .  Be fo re  we  d i scuss
these  a l te rna t i ves ,  he re  i s  a  l i t t l e  backg round  on  how SEO works  and  the
d i f f e rence  be tween  wh i te  ha t  and  b lack  ha t  t echn iques .
 
(A  no te :  PBNs  a re  no t  s t r i c t l y  b lack  ha t ,  bu t  t hey  a ren ’ t  cons ide red  wh i te  ha t
e i the r .  However ,  Goog le  doesn ' t  see  i t  t h i s  way .  To  Goog le ,  PBNs  a re  a  l i nk
man ipu la t i on  tac t i c ,  wh ich  means  they  fa l l  i n to  the  "b lack  ha t "  ca tegory . )

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  W H I T E  H A T  A N D  B L A C K  H A T  S E O



W H I T E   H A T   V S   B L A C K   H A T
S T R A T E G I E S

H I G H  Q U A L I T Y
C O N T E N T  

 
O R I G I N A L
C O N T E N T

C R E A T I O N .
 

E F F E C T I V E
K E Y W O R D  U S E .

 
L I N K B A I T I N G .

 
T I T L E S .

 
M E T A D A T A .

 
S I T E

O P T I M I S A T I O N .

D U P L I C A T E D
C O N T E N T .

 
K E Y W O R D
S T U F F I N G .

 
D O O R W A Y

P A G E S .
 

H I D D E N  T E X T .
 

L I N K
M A N I P U L A T I O N .

 
C L O A K I N G .

 
A R T I C L E

S P I N N I N G .

W H I T E   H A T   H A T  S T R A T E G I E S B L A C K   H A T   H A T  S T R A T E G I E S


